IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claim in the present application. 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A storage control sub-system of a storage 
control system connected to a host terminal comprising: 

a logica l storage d e v i c e hav i ng a l ogic a l storag e r e g i on for storing data 
i n a l og i cal fash i on; 

a plurality of physical storage devices, compr i sing said l og i cal stor a g e 
d e v i ce, for stor i ng s ai d logica ll y stor e d data, i n a phys i c al fashion ; 

a plurality of logical storage devices prepared in accordance with said 
plurality of physical storage devices; 

a virtual storage unit configured from a plurality of virtual storage 
regions and having a v i rtua l storag e r e g i on and b ei ng implemented in said 
storage control sub-system by establishing in a cas e wh e r e a virtual storage 
capacity value i s e stab l ish e d ; 

a memory for storing said established virtual storage capacity value; 

and 

a storage control section for receiving a write reguest from said host 
terminal . 

wherein a pool configured from one or more first logical storage 
devices of said pluralitv of logical storage devices exists, said logical storage 
devices from which said pool is configured being configured from two or more 
logical storage regions. 
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creating an associat i on b e tw ee n a v i rtua l storag e r e gion in said v i rtua l 
storage unit and a logica l storag e r e g i on i n sa i d logica l storag e d e v i c e if a 
r e ad requ e st or wr i t e request i s r e c ei v e d from sa i d host term i na l which 
r e cogn i z e s said v i rtual storag e un i t, and e xch a nging d a ta b e tw ee n s ai d l ogica l 
storag e r e gion and sa i d host t e rminal, v i a said virtua l storag e r e gion; 

wherein said storage control section , which is configured in such a way 
that when said write request is received a an association is created between 
an unassiqned logical storage region of the plurality of logical storage regions 
of said pool and the virtual storage region of said virtual storage unit as 
specified by said write reguest and data is written in accordance with said 
write reguest in said assigned logical storage region, -reports the virtual 
storage capacity value stored in said memoryr to said host terminal, and 
ensures tha t, aft e r said host t e rmina l has stor e d said v i rtua l storag e capac i ty 
v al u e , sa i d reported virtual storage capacity value is not changed while said 
reported virtual storage wn ^capacity value is being stored in r e cogn i z e d by 
said host terminal. 

.2. (currently amended)The storage control sub-system according 
to claim 1, wherein a maintenance terminal for carrying out processing for 
maintaining said storage control sub-system is connected to said storage 
control sectionij. and 

wherein said storage control section receives a unit preparation 
request for preparing a new one of said virtual storage unitSi from said 
maintenance terminal or an external terminal connected to said maintenance 
terminal and . af=^in response to said unit preparation request, supplies a 
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graphical user interface comprising at the least an input box for said virtual 
storage capacity valuer to said maintenance terminal or said external terminal, 
and causes the virtual storage capacity value input to said input box to be 
stored in said memoryr as said established virtual storage capacity value. 

3. (currently amended)The storage control sub-system according 
to claim 1 , wherein said storage control sub-system i s capabl e to forms a unit 
pair consisting of two storage units and , with one storage unit serving as 
b ei ng ta ken to be a primary storage unit and the other storage unit serving as 
b e ing tak e n to b e a secondary storage unit, and i s capabl e to performs a snap 
shot in which w horebv the data in the primary storage unit is copied to the 
secondary storage uniti^ 

a p l urality of sa i d l og i ca l storage d e vic e s ar e prov i d e d i n said phys i ca l 

storag e d e vice; 

wherein said plurality of logical storage devices include in addition to 
said one twe-or more first logical storage devices configuring said pool that 
are not provided in said host terminal, hav i ng a log i ca l storag e r e gion that can 
be assoc i at e d w i th sa i d v i rtual storag e r e g i on, a nd one or more second logical 
storage devices having a logical storage region that cannot be associated with 
said virtual storage regioni^ 

wherein said one or more second logical storage devices constitute 
one real storage unit connected to said host terminalr^ and 

wherein said storage control section performs said snap shot by 
forming a unit pair wherein said real storage unit is t a k e n to b e serves as said 
primary storage unity and said virtual storage unit serves as a storage unit, in 
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a case of replying to said host terminal with the virtual storage capacity value 
of said virtual storage unit that serves as said i s tak e n to b e a secondary 
storage uni t, provided said storage control section does not reply to said host 
terminal with the virtual storage capacity value stored in said memory, said 
storage control section replies using the storage capacity value of said real 
storage unit serving as said primary storage unit as the virtual storage 
capacity value of said virtual storage unit . 

4. (currently amended)The storage control sub-system according 
to claim 3. wherein if said storage control section receives a read reguest or 
write reguest for the forms sa i d unit pa i r compr i sing sa i d virtual storage unit 
from and said r e a l storag e un i t, i n a caso whore sa i d v i rtua l storag e capacity 
va l u e has not b ee n r e port e d to said host terminal, in a case where said real 
storage unit which is a partner for said virtual storage unit has not been found, 
said storage control section sends a th e n a va l ue egual to th e storage 
capac i ty valu e of said rea l storage unit is reporte€i-_to said host terminal 
indicating that the as th e storag e cap a city valu e for sa i d virtual storage unitjs 
an uninstalled state . 

5. (currently amended)The storage control sub-system according 
to claim 4, wherein if-said storage control section sends r e c ei v e s a report to 
said read r e guest or write r e gu e st for th e virtual storag e un i t from s ai d -host 
terminal indicating that the , i n a cas e wh e r e sa i d roa l s torage un i t which i s a 
p a rtner for sa i d virtual storage unit is in an uninstalled state and, if the h a s not 
be e n found, then th e storag e contro l s e ct i on s e nds a r e port to th e host 
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t e rm i nal i ndicat i ng that th e virtual storage un i t is i n an uninstalled state, and i f 
tl=>e-real storage unit which is said partner is subsequently found, i^reports a 
value e qua l to th e storage capac i ty va l uo of sa i d real storag e un i t, to said host 
terminalT as a- the storage capacity value fof-of said virtual storage uni t a value 
equal to the storage capacitv value of said real storage unit . 

6. (currently amended)The storage control sub-system according 
to claim 1, wherein said storage control section reports the virtual storage 
capacity value stored in said memoryr to said host terminaly if said storage 
control section i^has received a prescribed command from said host terminal. 

7. (currently amended)The storage control sub-system according 
to claim 1, wherein a maintenance terminal for carrying out processing for 
maintaining said storage control sub-system is connected to said storage 
control section , andn - 

wherein said host terminal is eapable to erase said stored virtual 
storage capacity valuer by means of prescribed processing performed by said 
host terminal; and 

if said storage control section, after reporting said virtual storage 
capacity value to said host terminal, receives an update request for said 
reported virtual storage capacity value from said maintenance terminal or an 
external terminal connected to said maintenance terminal, thon by receiving a 
new virtual storage capacity value from said maintenance terminal or said 
external termina l and storing the new virtual storage capacity value in said 
memory and then causing said host terminal to carry out said prescribed 
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processingr while said host terminal and said virtual storage unit are not 
connected, the new virtual storage capacity value stored in said memory is 
reported to said host terminalj after the old virtual storage capacity value 
stored in said host is caused to be erased. 

8. (new) The storage control sub-system according to claim 1, 
wherein if a capacity change request for said virtual storage unit is received, 
said storage control section refuses the capacity change if the virtual storage 
capacity value to said host terminal has already been reported. 

9. (new) The storage control sub-system according to claim 1. 
wherein said storage control section, if a capacity change request for said 
virtual storage unit is received and the virtual storage capacity value to said 
host terminal has already been reported, temporarily disengages connection 
with said host terminal and then changes the virtual storage capacity value of 
said virtual storage unit in accordance with said capacity change request, 
following which said storage control section causes said host terminal to 
execute a restart or rescan. 
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